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Accessibility Plan  
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Review Body Governing Body 

Date Issued March 2023 

Review Frequency Three Years 

 

Version Date Notes 

1 16.03.23  

2 12.03.26 Altered EYFS requirements 

Updated action plan 

3   

 

Birchwood Nursery School is committed to: 

 

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff, 

visitors and volunteers to share this commitment. 

 

Eliminating discrimination, advancing equality of opportunity and fostering good relations between 

different groups. These factors were considered in the formation and review of this policy and will 

be adhered to in its implementation and application across the whole school community. 

 

Promoting the fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and 

mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs: any school member or 

visitor expressing opinions contrary to fundamental British Values, including “extremist” views, will 

be actively challenged. 

 

 



Birchwood Nursery                                                                     Page 3 of 8                                               Accessibility Plan March 2026                                                                                                   

 
 

A Bright Start to a Bright Future 

Accessibility Plan  

Birchwood Nursery School’s provision is based on a culture of high expectations for all. The 

School is committed to the effective and sustainable use of resources to develop access to the 

provision for all children. We endeavour to ensure that our attitudes to accessibility reflect the 

views, wishes, aspirations and concerns of parents and children.  

This accessibility plan covers how Birchwood Nursery School will: 

 increase the extent to which children with a disability can participate. 

 improve the physical environment to enable the children with a disability to take better 

advantage of the education, benefits, facilities and services provided  

 improve the availability of accessible information for children with a disability.  

In developing this plan we have considered the school’s current provision and facilities and how 

the intent and implementation of the plan will be evaluated.  

Early Years Foundation Stage Requirements  

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) (2025) sets the standards that all early years providers 

must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It 

promotes equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, requiring providers to ensure that 

every child is included and supported.  

The following specific requirements with regard to access for children with disabilities apply. 

 Section 1.13 states that practitioners must consider whether a child needs any additional 

support, including whether they may have a educational need or disability which requires 

specialist support. 

 Section 3.57 states that premises and equipment must be organised in a way that meets the 

needs of children. 

 Section 3.76 states that providers must have arrangements in place to support children with 

Special Educational Needs or disabilities (SEND) — maintained nursery schools and all 

providers who are funded by the local authority to deliver early education places are required to 

have regard to 0-25 SEND Code of Practice.  

 Section 3.79 must insure that their premises, including overall floor space and outdoor spaces, 

are fit for purpose and suitable for the age of the children cared for and the activities provided. 

 Section 3.83 states that providers must follow their legal responsibilities under the Equality Act 

2010 (for example, the provisions on reasonable adjustments).  

 

Equality Act 2010 Requirements  

Under the Equality Act 2010, all organisations are required to promote equality for a children with 

a disability in every aspect of their work, including access to buildings and services. According to 

the Act, providers must not discriminate against any child in the provision of education or access 

to any benefit, facility or service.  
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Both direct and indirect discrimination are against the law. Direct discrimination against a child with 

a disability would be treating them less favourably because of their disability, such as refusing 

admission to a child because of their disability. Indirect discrimination would be applying a 

provision, criterion or practice that puts, or would put, a child with a disability at a disadvantage 

compared with someone who does not have a disability. Disability is defined in the Act as a 

physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on the ability of 

an individual to carry out normal, day-to-day activities. The definition is broad and covers children 

with a wide range of impairments, including:  

 physical disabilities 

 learning disabilities, such as dyslexia 

 developmental disabilities, such as autism 

 speech and language impairments.  

Under the Equality Act, organisations have a duty to make “reasonable adjustments” so that 

children with a disability are not placed at a disadvantage. As a maintained nursery school, we 

also have a duty under the Act to:  

 have in place an Accessibility Plan showing how we are planning strategically to increase 

disabled access over time 

 provide auxiliary aids (and services) for children with a disability to overcome any 

disadvantage.  

The Act’s provisions for most protected characteristics requires equal treatment. The “positive 

action” disability provisions are slightly different. They state that organisations may treat children 

with a disability more favourably than those who do not have a disability. There is, therefore, 

scope to be proportionately proactive in actions to provide enhanced access for children with a 

disability wherever access is perceived to be disadvantaged or attainment low.  

Improving Attitudes to Disability  

Birchwood Nursery School accepts that the challenging of discrimination and the successful 

integration of a child with a disability has as much to do with the removal of attitudinal barriers as 

with the removal of physical barriers.  

Positive attitudes towards disability will be encouraged at all times. Children with a disability 

should be encouraged to have a positive attitude towards themselves and their abilities and to 

participate fully in all activities.  

Staff have a huge role to play in acting as role models in demonstrating positive attitudes towards 

children with a disability and training - including equality and diversity training and instruction in 

appropriate communication skills – will be provided as appropriate. The School aims to encourage 

and help children with a disability to be as independent as possible. The overall approach will be 

included in a personalised plan of care for each child, considering their wishes and those of their 

parents, carers and others involved in their care. 

 



Birchwood Nursery                                                                          Page 5 of 8                                                Accessibility Plan March 2026                                                                                             

 

Action plan  

The school will always respond reactively to any specific needs presented by children or staff, where the curriculum, physical 

environment, or access to information would otherwise be detrimental to an individual’s participation in school life. This plan sets 

out how we proactively seek to ensure that children with a disability are not disadvantaged at Birchwood Nursery School. 

Area for development Action Who is responsible  Notes 

Curriculum  

Training / knowledge of 
staff 
 

Ensure that teachers and teaching 
assistants have the necessary training to 
teach and support all children  
 

Head Teacher  
Lead Teacher 
SENDCo 

Gaps in training to be identified.  
Do staff feel confident in 
supporting all children? 
  

Classroom organisation 
 

Ensure classrooms are optimally organised 
for all children e.g. open-ended resources 
that can engage and challenge children at 
all stages of development. 
Advice is received from SENDSAS 
advisory teachers re: children with visual 
and hearing impairments and adaptations 
made accordingly 
 

Lead Teacher 
Key Practitioners 
SENDCo 
 

Practitioners receive reports from 
VI and HI advisory teachers. 
Although VI and HI advice is child 
specific it has generic benefits. 

Planning and necessary 
adaptations  
 
 
 

Planning must consider all children and 
differentiate accordingly to ensure all 
children are challenged and able to 
succeed. 

Lead Teacher 
SENDCo 

Children on SEND register 
discussed at weekly planning 
meeting to ensure all staff are 
aware of levels of need and can 
plan / adapt activities 
appropriately.  

Visits and trips Ensure that any outings are accessible for 
all children  

Lead Teacher 
 

 

High expectations for all Ensure targets are SMART  SENDCo Children with personalised SEND 
plans have their targets reviewed 
in detail every 8 weeks by the 
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SENCo and those working closely 
with the child. This ensures that 
the targets set appropriately 
challenge and motivate learners.  

Potential barriers to 
learning 
 

All staff must be aware of individual needs 
and actively seek to remove barriers that 
could inhibit individual’s access to the 
EYFS. 

Lead Teacher 
SENDCo 
Key Practitioners 

Individual children and their needs 
to be discussed during staff 
planning meetings to ensure there 
is a whole team approach to 
working with these children.  
 
 

Provision of information 
for parents  

Provision of information for parents is 
published on the school website. 
Information is displayed visually using 
photos.  

Lead Teacher  

Physical Environment 

Use of rooms Quiet rooms/spaces are available for 
children who benefit from/need access to 
this. Acorn Cottage now available 
throughout the day for children access with 
adult support. 
 

 Ensure these rooms are always 
available when individuals need a 
calming, quite space.  

Accessibility inside and 
outside 
 

Pathways into and around the grounds are 
wide and there are slopes but no steps. 
There are no internal steps or slopes. 
The whole building and all external doors 
are level access/wheelchair accessible.  
A wheelchair fits through main front doors, 
along corridors and into all areas. 

 Acorn Cottage has a small ledge 
on the lower threshold of the door 
due to the nature of its 
construction. This can be 
overcome with portable ramps as 
required.  
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Clear pathways are maintained in 
classrooms and outside and resources 
picked up and put away so that trip 
hazards are lessened for children with 
visual impairment  
Ceilings have been lowered to aid the 
acoustics. 

Facilities There is a disabled parking space near the 
front entrance, clearly marked. 
There is access to a disabled adult toilet in 
the main school building. 

  
 
 

Emergency evacuation  There is an emergency and evacuation 
procedure in place. 
Individual children have Personal 
Emergency Evacuation Plans (PEEP) 

Head Teacher  Do alarms have a visual as well 
as auditory component?  
 
 
 

Signage 
 

There is clear signage up around the 
setting. 
 

  
 
 

Lighting Ensure all areas are well lit 
 
 

  

Displays and decoration 
 
 
 
 
  

Backing for display boards is neutral and 
decoration is minimal  

Lead Teacher 
Key Practitioners 

Calm, neutral display boards 
mean it is the children’s work that 
is a focal point, not brightly 
coloured backing paper etc. 
Highly decorated areas can 
distract and overwhelm some 
individual learners, so staff to be 
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aware of this when creating 
displays.   

Access to Information 

Clear signage Signage within the classrooms to be clear 
and ‘information overload’ avoided. 

Lead Teacher 
Key Practitioners 

 

Total Communication 
Approach 

Various communication methods are used 
to enable individuals with communication 
difficulties to express themselves and 
understand. This includes Makaton 
signing, objects of reference and visuals 
(symbols and photographs).  

Lead Teacher 
Key Practitioners 
SENDCo 

 

Provision of information 
for parents. The SEND 
report is published on 
the school website. The 
SENCo, teachers, key 
practitioners work 
closely with parents to 
share information. 

The SEND report is published on the 
school website. The SENDCo, teachers, 
key practitioners work closely with parents 
to share information. 

 Practitioners have attended 
training for EAL. We use Google 
Translate to communicate with 
some parents and are 
investigating other similar 
resources such as Widget 
software. 


